Claims: 

1. A vehicle passenger detection device wherein the vehicle 
passenger detection device comprises: 

weight measurement means, provided with a weight sensor 
5 disposed between a seat and floor of a vehicle, that measures the load 
applied to said seat; 

fluctuation amplitude detection means that detects the 
amplitude of fluctuation in values measured by said weight 
measurement means; 
10 correction means that applies a negative correction to the value 

measured by said weight measurement means when said fluctuation 
amplitude is smaller than a stipulated value; and 

passenger presence determination means that determines the 
presence of a passenger upon said seat by comparing the value 
15 measured by said weight measurement means against a stipulated 
threshold value. 

2. A vehicle passenger detection device according to Claim 1, 
wherein the weight measurement means comprises a plurality of 

weight sensors, and 
20 the fluctuation amplitude detection means detects the amplitude 

of fluctuation in the values measured by the various weight sensors and 
further comprises correction control means that controls the 

negative correction when the amplitude of fluctuation of the values 

measured by at least one of the weight sensors is greater than said 
25 stipulated value. 

3. A vehicle passenger detection device according to Claim 1, 
further comprising: 

adult passenger determination means that compares said 
measured value against an adult passenger determination threshold 
30 value greater than said threshold value and thus determines if the 
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passenger is an adult or child, and 

display means that, when said passenger presence 
determination means determines that a passenger is present and said 
adult passenger determination means determines that the passenger is 
a child, disables airbag deployment and activates an indicator that 
indicates that airbag deployment is disabled. 

4. A vehicle passenger detection device where the vehicle 
passenger detection device comprises: 

weight measurement means, provided with a weight sensor 
disposed between a seat and floor of a vehicle, that measures the load 
applied to said seat; 

fluctuation amplitude detection means that detects the 
amplitude of fluctuation in values measured by said weight 
measurement means; and 

passenger presence determination means that determines the 
presence of a passenger by comparing the value measured by said 
weight measurement means against a stipulated threshold value, 

wherein if said amplitude of fluctuation is greater than the 
stipulated value, said passenger presence determination means 
compares the value measured by the weight measurement means 
against a first threshold value to determine the presence of a passenger, 
and if the value measured by said weight measurement means is smaller 
than a stipulated value, the passenger presence determination means 
compares the value measured by said weight measurement means 
against a hysteresis threshold value greater than the first threshold 
value to determine the presence of a passenger, 

5. A vehicle passenger detection device according to Claim 4, 
wherein the weight measurement means comprises a plurality of 

weight sensors, and 

the fluctuation amplitude detection means detects the amplitude 
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of fluctuation in the values measured by the various weight sensors, and 

when the amplitude of fluctuation of the values measured by at 
least one of the weight sensors is greater than said stipulated value, said 
passenger presence determination means compares the values 
5 measured by said weight measurement means against said first 
threshold value and determines the presence of a passenger. 

6. A vehicle passenger detection device according to Claim 4, 
further comprising: 

adult passenger determination means that compares said 
10 measured value against an adult passenger determination threshold 
value greater than said threshold value and thus determines if the 
passenger is an adult or child, and 

display means that, when said passenger presence 
determination means determines that a passenger is present and said 
15 adult passenger determination means determines that the passenger is 
a child, disables airbag deployment and activates an indicator that 
indicates that airbag deployment is disabled. 



- 16 - 



